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April Showers Brought May Flowers! 

The Edward L. 
Rose Conservancy  

   

 
Dear Friend, 
The picture above was taken by a former Board Member of the Conservancy, Tim 
Mathews.  It us such a cheery picture and I smile every time I see it.  Of course, I am 
smiling a lot lately, looking around at the flowers popping up and the trees leafing out.  I 
have spotted a bald eagle flying around Lake Chrisann and there are a couple of 
immature loons at Silver Lake.  Spring truly is such a busy time in nature. 
  
It is also a busy time at the Conservancy.  We had a great trail clean-up day last month 
at Highpoint Preserve and a wonderful basket weaving class at Greenwood Sanctuary.  
I would encourage all of our members to hit the hiking trails at both of our preserves.  
Be sure to let us know if you spot an interesting critter or bird.  Better yet, snap a picture 
and post it to our Facebook page.  Keep an eye out for our upcoming events.  We would 
love to see you there! 
  
Happy Memorial Day, 
Kris Ely 
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Living With A Conservation Easement  
  

Have you been considering 
placing a conservation 
easement on your property but 
are concerned about living with 
the restrictions? In upcoming 
newsletters, we will try to 
answer some of your questions 
about life with an easement. 
  
The first question land trusts 
get about easements is about 
the duration of the easement: 
"How long does it last?" The 
answer is simple.  
Conservation easements are 
perpetual. They are recorded with the land records and run with the land. All future 
landowners are subject to the terms of the easement. As we've mentioned before, 
donated conservation easements are considered charitable gifts provided they meet 
certain IRS requirements. One of these is that they permanently protect the 
conservation values identified in the easement. There was a time when the IRS allowed 
for term easements, typically 30 years, but these conservation attempts were 
ineffective.  
  
The question of how long they last is quickly followed by, "Will I be able to do anything 
on my property?" That answer is also simple. Yes, you will be able to use your property 
as you always have. If you currently live there, you can continue to live there. If you 
farm your property, you can continue to farm it. The property remains yours to use and 
enjoy as you always have. The easement only restricts future development. And that 
leads to the next question: "What will I be allowed to do with my property in the future?" 
The answer to that is, "It is largely up to you." Easements are restrictive documents by 
nature. But those restrictions are negotiated between the landowner and the land trust. 
  
Next month, we'll discuss the types of restrictions you can expect to find in a typical 
conservation easement. We will review the many considerations that go into drafting 
those restrictions. We will also discuss looking into the future and anticipating what you 
might need from your property down the road. Of course, if you would like to discuss 
protecting your property specifically, don't wait. Give us a call today! 

  



Wild Things In Your Woodland 

  

Eastern Coyote (Canis latrans) 
  

 
 
The eastern coyote is larger than coyotes in the west. Adult females average 35-40 pounds, while 
males typically weigh 45-55 pounds. The coloration of most eastern coyotes is similar to that of a 
German shepherd, with gay on the back, neck, and upper sides. Some coyotes may be a lighter 
reddish-blond color, or even solid black. From a distance, coyotes can be distinguished from 
dogs because they carry their bushy, cylindrical tail outstretched and pointed slightly downward. 
Coyotes also have yellow eyes, and pointed upright ears. They are much larger than foxes. 
  
Across Pennsylvania and New York, summer is the time of year when you are most 
likely to hear the complex sounds of coyote serenades. At this time, when family units 
are together, communication occurs through a series of overlapping high, trembling 
howls combined with a series of short, high-pitched yips. Hearing or seeing a coyote is a 
thrill indeed.     
  
Once an animal associated with the west, coyotes now live in every state east of the 
Mississippi River. New York State is home to 20,000 to 30,000 coyotes, occurring 
everywhere except Long Island and New York City. Similarly, an estimated 25,000 to 
30,000 coyotes live in Pennsylvania. They commonly inhabit overgrown fields, brushy 
thickets, and woodlands, and tend to travel trails, dirt roads and habitat edges. Although 
common in many areas, people rarely see them. Coyotes are usually secretive, avoiding 
humans by day and becoming more active at nighttime.   



  
Coyotes breed in February and give birth to from 2-10 pups (average 5-6) in April. 
Larger litters are born when coyote populations are low and food is plentiful. Mothers 
give birth in a ground den (e.g. renovated woodchuck or fox den), in hollow logs, or in 
rock caves. Families stay together until fall or early winter, when the pups leave the 
family unit. 
  
Coyotes are omnivores and eat just about anything. They are opportunistic, eating 
whatever is most abundant and easiest to obtain at any given time. Food includes small 
mammals, rabbits, woodchucks, beaver, insects, berries and other fruit. Coyotes also kill 
deer, both adults and fawns. However, they seldom prey on healthy adults and mostly 
feed on deer killed by other means (e.g. automobiles). 
  
Although most coyotes are timid and stay away from people, some animals have lost 
their fear of humans. Coyotes that frequent highly populated areas are more likely to 
associate people with food and lose their fear. Although uncommon, they will prey on 
house cats and may attack dogs, particularly as a territorial defense behavior during the 
breeding season and pup-birthing period. Just seeing or hearing coyotes in the woods, 
fields, and brushy habitats in your area is little cause for alarm. However, a coyote that 
comes into your yard and refuses to leave is a safety concern. The best thing you can 
do for coyotes are to prevent them from associating food with people by keeping 
garbage, birdseed and pet food safely secured indoors. Keeping pets indoors or under 
your control, especially at night, can also prevent conflicts. 
  
For more information about coyotes, visit http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/9359.html 
  
Kristi Sullivan is Co-Director of the Conservation Education and Research Program at 
Cornell University's Department of Natural Resources. More information on managing 
habitat for wildlife, as well as upcoming educational programs, can be found by visiting 
the Conservation Education and Research Program web site at ArnotConservation.info 
 

Do You Know Where The Wells Are? 

Check out www.marcellusgas.org to find out! 

  
We hear the rumblings around town: "There is a well going in on the farm down the 
road." or "Is it me or are there more water trucks on this road? Is there a well or 
something around here?"  If you're like most of us, you don't have the time to drive to 
Williamsport and scour the DEP drilling permit applications to find out where the wells 
are going in around here.  The Conservancy has discovered a great resource for all 
information related to gas drilling.  You will find well production reports, drilling maps, 
well violation reports and so much more. 
  
Marcellusgas.org is operated by Carl Hagstrom, who designed the site to be an 
unbiased clearinghouse for all aspects of gas and drilling activities in the state.  The site 
is based on a township-centric design that allows members to quickly locate detailed 
information on well pads and individual wells, and displays the well sites on an 
interactive map. A free Well Watch subscriber service is available, sending weekly email 
alerts that include updates on newly issued permits, newly started wells, well plugging, 
and inspection/violation events. 
  
Check it out today! 



  

Basket Weaving Class  

Many Thanks to Charlie Ahearn! 

We had a great day at Greenwood Sanctuary learning to weave Adirondack baskets.  
Many thanks to Charlie Ahearn for teaching our students the art of weaving. If you're 
interested in learning to weave, Charlie also teaches classes through the Montrose Area 
Adult School. 

  

     
  
  
Don't forget about our other class this spring! 
We are offering a class on invasive species management through the Montrose Area Adult 
School on June 7th.  You can register with them directly or call us for more information. 
  

Our office phone number is 570-278-9500 
  

Annual Meeting  

Mark Your Calendar for July 26th 

We will gather at 9 a.m. Saturday, July 26th for our annual membership meeting.  Look for 
our annual report and a meeting agenda in July.   
  

Quick Links 

  
Our Website     Donate Now       Contact Us 

  
 

 

 


